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and forward like chessmen, and British warships had
anchored off Civita Yecchia, when in Home itself there was
a medley of crime,' disorder, panic, defiant fury, sullenness,
and general anticipation of vital change, when even a
suburban train was attacked and pillaged by brigands,
when in the Holy City one hundred and seventeen murders
or attempted murders were committed within three months.,
at this time the Pope elected to (fanonize twenty-one more
saints. As Severn aptly remarks, if His Holiness had
given orders for the construction of twenty-one more trains,
or for the execution of twenty-one notorious assassins, or
for the release of twenty-one unjustly imprisoned citizens,
or even for the banishment of twenty-one mischief-pan-
dering Princes of the Church, his action would have been
more to the point and been Infinitely more appreciated.
Yet throughout the eventful years when the Papal Tem-
poral Power tottered to or rather in its grave, and ere
Victor Emmanuel entered Rome as King of United Italy,
as well as in the troublous years that followed, Severn was
a kind of Prince in the foreign society of Eome. He went
to and fro, always serene, always affable, invariably quick
to see the best side of every question, to mediate between
bitter opponents and in bristling disputes. When, under his
windows, a turbulent section of the populace was jeering at
the Papal troops and crying out Viva il Re ! or Viva
Garibaldi I he was sitting composedly at his easel painting
his ' Marriage of Cana ' ; when the Komans were wild over
the previous night's batch of murders, or the stoppage of a
train by brigands just outside the walls, he was organizing
parties to entertain Shelley's son and Lady Shelley,
Madame Keats de Llanos, or other friends, or writing his
reminiscences of his early days, or even venturing into the
hill country to visit Frederick Overbeck at Eocca di Papa.
Now and again even 'his'- equanimity was upset, as in "the
eventful year of 1870, which saw the burial of the Temporal
Power, the advent of Italy among the Great Powers, the
Declaration of War between France and Prussia, and, in
July, the Promulgation of the Infallibility of the Pope-and Bryant's term of years. After all, what is age ?
